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THE RIGHT WORSHIPFVLL 
Maſter John Mowntford, Doctor of Di- 


vinity, and one of the Reſidentiaries of. 
Saint Pax's ; my molt worthy friend . 
and BencetaQor, | 


Right Worſhipfall, oh =. 
n Remember a Motto of your owne, 
Which was this, Lunz radijs 
x: Non matureſcit Botrus : That 
the beames of the Moone are, too 
Za) weake and too invalid to ripen a 
tender grape,and bring it tomatnritie ; unleſſe the 
fun alſo adde bus beate, and caſt his vitall beames 
upon it How well this ſuits with men of my ranke, 
that are Inferioris ſubſellizſacerdotes, 1 ſhall 
| not neede 4a tell-yaw. Alas, What are all a poore 
mans labours inthe miniſtry, but as the Beames of 
the Moone ; ſome light they may give in a darke 
place, but to ripen any worke for the publike good, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
onto. gaine any: credit: or eſtumationin the World, 
they are farre too weake and unſufficient, unleſſe 

ome man: of worth that # inftar ſolis inſtead of 
the Sunne to ſo poore-aſtarre, will be pleaſed out of 
his wne. goodneſſe to eaſt fome-beames, 7 meane, 
ſome favour and friendly countenance upon him : 

Vouchſafe me therefore your gracious aſpett upon 
my weake endtavours, and the God of Heaven pre- 

* ferve your life,that youmay continue likeEliakim, 

Eſay 22.23. 45 a.faſtned naile-in a ſare place ; 

fill to doe good workes. in Gods Church on earth, 
till you be received up into glory with his Church 


in heaven.. 
paſs Thus prayes 
Your poore.unworthy , 
) We” Servant, 


Joun Gon. 
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Titus g. 8. ; 

Thi u a faithfull ſaying, and theſe things T will that 
thou affirme conſtantly, that they wh.ch have belce-' 
ved in God, mizht be carefull to maintaine gooa” 
workes ; theſe things are good and profitable unto 
men. 


OT totrouble you with any: 
preface,it being not fanti not 
worth: the- while ;- may ir 
pleaſe youto obſerye- in the 
Text three generall parts, 
which may bee reduced to 
three heads, and be thus cx- 
preſſed. 1. The Preachers 
diretion; 2. The peoples 
duty: 3. Every onesdefirc. As thus:This is 4 farth- 

jolt ſaying ,and theſe things 1 will thou affirme conftant- 

h,\there is the preachers direQion.)* 2. 45 many 45 

A. 3: have 


2  Theway toWell-doing. 
have beleevedin God, * muſt bee carefull to maintaine 
200d workes, {there is the peoples duty.) 3. Theſe 
things are good andprofitable wats men. (there is eve- 
ry ones deſire) tor that which every ran defires, 
that which every man aymes and drives at inhis 
calling and courſe of life, isto doe thoſe things that 
may redound to their profit and their 200d , and 
therein my Text complyes with every mans deſire, 
aſſuring them that theſe things are not onely good 
and pleaſing to God, but good and profitable alſo 
unto men ; God hath onely the glory of our well- 
doitig,the profit and the good is all our owne. 

Inthe firſt generall part, obſervetwo particulars, 
1. Acommendation of the Text, (Thi is afaithfall 
ſaying.) 2. A command to the Teacher, ( theſe 
things I will that thou af firme conſtantly. 

I. Thes3aby&, This « afaithfull ſaying. 1ſuppo'e 
you beleeve there isnot a ſaying in all the booke of 
God, bnt it is a true and a faithfull one; all pro- 
ceeding from the mouth of him that isa true and 
faithfull God, a God tbat cannot lye, nor aker rhe 
IG isgone our ofhis lips: yer ſome ſayingsin 
Gods booke are by way of Eminence or of cxcch.. 
lence called by the name of faithfull fayings, (ir 
plcaſeth tbe Holy Ghoſt himſelfe to ſerthat note of 
dignity upan them : ) either becauſe God would 
bave us ina fpeciallmanner, to build onr faith and 
ourafhance upanthem, (asif he ſhould ſay) what 
ever other fayingsat Scripture you doubt of, never 
makeany donde oftheſe, forrthey are faith tull (ay< 
ings, youmnay pawne your livesand ſoules upon the 
eruch and certainty ofthem, or rather (as 1 _ it) 

they 
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they are termed faithfull ſayingsz becauſe they are 
ſuchasdoe more neerely concernethe faithfull then: 
any others, being purpoſely directed and intended, 
Omnibus Chriſti fidelibus toall Chriſts faithfull peo- 
ple wheretocver ; foras Saint Paul ſaid of Timerhy, 
Ph11.2.20. I know noman like minded, who will: 
naturally care forſuch mattersas theſe, Tella car- 
nall ora worldly man of faith and good workes,. 
fardocans,youdoebut asit weretell atale toadeate 
man, he mindes nor what you ſay : if you willealke 
rofuch a one, you muſt tell. him of the prizesof 
corne, the practiſe of husbandry,the riſing and fal- 
ling ofthe markets, perhaps ſome forraigne or do» 
met: ical newes,then he vnderſtands you, you ſpeake 
to him then in his owne Idiome, in his owne lan- 
guage: buttell him a diſcourſe of ſpiritrall matters, 
that concerne the right way of pleafing God,and of 
faving his owne ſoule ; Heis of Gatos remper, A.. 
18.17. he cares for none of theſethings, he hath o- 
ther gates matters to trouble his head withall; But 
then come toa faithfull man, one that is} x4»;c; like-- 
minded to God and his bleſſed Apoſtle, one whofe 
minde and whoſe affection ſtands that way, and tell 
him of theſe things, you cannot p_ him better, 
thatis the doctrine hee defires to heare of, :hee wilt 
care for it even naturally without any irkefomeneſfe 
or reluQation, Therefore asa Father ſaid of Saint 
Lukes Goſpell, which he dedicatedto-one Theophi- 
l«s (which fignifieth a lover of God) ſ Dewm diligic 
ad te ſcriptums e# : Ifthon beone that loveſt God, 
this-Goſpell is written tothee. Thouartthe Patron 
ofitas well as Hee; In like manner, —_ 
al , 
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faichfull man, this fairbfull ſaying is ſpokento thee, 


this text is written for thee, -and thou muſt take it 
tothy-ſelte asif it concerned thee, and-none elſe 
burthee. Wereade 2 Reg.g.5. whenthe Propher 
came taanoynt"/chnro be King over 1ſrael, and 
found him ficting among the reſt of the captaines, he 
dclivers his meſſage indefinitely ro one ofthe. com- 
pany, not.naming 7e4vu, norany manelſe, Thavean 
errand to thee O captaine, Iebu anſwered, to which 
of all us ? The Prophetreplycd,7o thee O Captaines 
when /ebu perceived that the meſſage concerned 
himſelfe, heroſeup immediately and obeyed it. In 
like manner, when a Preacher comes into the con. 
gregation, anddelivers his meſſage indefinitely ro 
the wholeaſſembly,thou muſt know that hiserrand 


' tstothee, he comes with a meſſage ſent from God 


rothee, and thou muſt impropriate it to thy ſelfe, 
aSif it pertained tonone but thee + for this is that 
which fruſtrates all our Sermons, and makes all our 
preaching voyd and uneffeRuall, becauſe men take 
our meſſages to be errands ſent from heavento o- 
thers,and nothing at all concerning or belonging to 
themſelves. Iuſft like little children when they looke 
ina glaſſe, they thinke the face they ſeerhereis the 
babyecs face and not their owne. Bur I am perſwa- 
ded better things of you (my brethren ) that you 
are not inthe number of thoſe that doe am 9% 2zny 
yr, LAR13-46., put away the word of ſalvation 
from your ſclte ro others; and therefore let me uſe 
the words of Ly4i4,if youdefire of God to be coun- 
ted fairhfull, give heede and good regard to what 
is here ſer downe,for the holy Ghoſt commends it 
ro 
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to be a faithfull ſaying, as ifno other ſaying were ſo; 
faithfull as this © © 44S, This is af aithfull ſaying, 
Bur that is not all. 

| had rather draw it another way, and make ano- 
ther kinde of uſe of it, as thus : namely, that l,and 
you,and every one that bearesthename of Chriſti- 
an, would be perſwaded to imitate this example,to 
follow this patterne, andro learne of God and his 


| bleſſed Apoſtle, to be farthfull in all owr ſayings; 


that whatfocver we ſpeake, whatſoever we affirme, 
it may be 50xa fide (as wee ſay) ſo honeſt,and ſo un- 
fained, that we may be ablero maintaine it without 
an oath - this that we have rs is a faithfull ſay- 
ing: Forl deſcech youc- n{tder, whatareall your 
bonds, all your oathes, al! your Afidavits,all your 
witneſſe- bearing to mens words : but proles huma- 
#2 perfidie, the very iſſue «nd off-ſpring of mens 
unfaithfullacſſe ; if men were but rrue and faithfull 
intheir ſayings, all theſe things neede nor be. 

[t wasa ſad complaint of David, Pſal 12.1, Defe-: 
cerunt fideles a filys hominum;, weerender it faithful- 
neſſe is miniſhed from the ch laren of men, Thankes 
beroGods mercy, we carnot ſay that faithfulneſſe 
is quite aboliſhed or utterly caſhered from the ſons 
of men; onely this, d:min#ta it is leſſoned, itis a- 
bated, it is miniſhed exceeding muchy for by all 
report, menare nothing neere ſo faith'ull, ſo ho- 
neſt, ſoplaine dealing in their words and intheir 
ations. as they were in formertimes, (faithfulneſſe 
is miniſhed from the children of men;) And ifit bee 
fromthe children of men, there ler it lreſt and goeno 
further ; farre be it fromthe children of -God tobe 

Y B defeaiye 
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defeRive that way; ifthe children of men(I meane 
carnall unregenerate men,the men of this world, or 


* the men of the carth,as David termes them) if they 


beunfaithfull or unconſcionable, they doe buttherr 
Lind, their puniſhment though it bee juſt it ſhall bee 
leſſe(you know that blacknes inaMoore is nodefor- 
miry,aSitisin another man ; ) butifthechildren of 
God that make profeſſion and proteſtation- of their 
faich to God, ſhall! make no con!cience to dealetre- 
cherouſly and unfaithfully with men, God cannot 
chuſe buttake it hainouſly, and revengeit ſharpely. 
It is-indeed an odious and hatcfull ſinne, both roGod 
and man; Pſal.1o1, 1 hate the ſinnes of anfaithful- 
neſſe, there ſhall noſuch cleave unto mee : finne (you 
know) is of a cleaving nature, whatever finnea man 
is-givento, hee ſhall finde that it will cling like a 
burre unto him, hee ſhall have much adoe to ſhake 
it off; therefore the Apoſtle gives it the right terme 
and cals it ivneizrny dpaprizs, Heb,1 2,1; the finnethat 
hangeth on ſo faſt ; butrhe re is one finne above all 
the reſt; che ſfirme of unfaithfulncſle, fo hatefull in 
agoodmanseye, that David vowed to himſelfe, 

that whatever other finne tucke by bim, hee would 
ſarely ſhake off that, that odious- infamous finne 
ſhould never cleaveunto him, { 7 ate the ſinnes of 
#sf/a;ithfulneſſe, there ſhall no ſach cleave unto mee, ) 

contrarily, itisthe glory and crowne ofa Chriſtian 

man to beaccounted and approoved a faithfull man; 

as God pivesthis teſtimony of Moſes, Num, 12. He 

js fathſallis all wy houſe, cc. whatever buſineſſſe or 


; ly-: -whata deale of accounts, whata deale 


ment God ſct him about, he didir, anddid 
Ah 
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' of backe reckonings might be _ iffuch a$are 
In office were but knowne to-belike thoſe overſcers 
ofthe Temple (I meane) feirbfull in their dedlings, 
2 Reg. 12. 15. there was ho reckoning made with 
the meninto whoſe hands they deliveredthe mo- 
ney, for (ſaith the Text) they deals faithfully > nei. 
ther is it onely a commendable thing among men, 
butathing wonderfull exceptableto God; it isthar 
indcede which is called by the Schoolemen Gratis 
gratum faciens, it is agrace of God that makes even 
God himſclfe in love with aman ; A faithfull man 
may truely be termed 7 xor Dei, the very wife and 
ſpouſe of God, according to that ſaying of God 
himfelfe, Hoſc2.20. 1wileven betroth thee nnts me 
#nfaithfulneſſe : Sothat as a good natured/husband 
will bearewith any other weakeneſle, and winke 4t 
maty'Juft becaſions of offence in his wife, ſolong as 
hee bndes her true and fairhfull ro him inthe maine, 
reſerving her ſelre to him only, and to none but him : 
fo will ourgracious Geddeale with us; he will bgare 
with any weakenefle and frailties, and paſſe over 
many juſt occafions of offence that wee daily give 
him, ſo long as hee findes us true and faithfull ro 
him-inthe maine, in the ſincerity and fidelity of our 
hearts to God ward: what ſhall [ſay ? Iristhe 
moſt divine,the moſt God. like quality inthe world, 
there is no one thing whereina man doth more neer.. * 
ly reſemble God,then inbeing faithfull: the {trip- 
roretermes God the Father fidelem Credtovem, a 
faichfull Creator ; Godthe Sonne, fidelems Pant ift - 
cem, a fairhfull High Prieſt; And God the Holy 
"Ghoſt, fidelem r:ftem, a faithfull witnefſe, So the 
B 2 more 
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moxe faithfultany man isin.his words, and in his 
dealings ; the more like he is.to God, andthe more 
unfaithtull, the more like unto the. devill. .Ifany 
man thercfore that beares.the name of Chriſtian, be 
found deceitfull yponthe ballance, I meane unfaith- 
full in bis dealings, I will ſay no more, . but what 
Saint Pa» hath (aid tomy hand, Eph. 4. 20. - Non fic 
didiciftis Chriſtum, yee have notſo learned Chriſt, 
your God and your Saviour never taught youany 
ſuch lefſon, bur you lcarned it of your father the de- 
vill, whoisthe fathcr of lyes.. Letthe conſiderati- 
on of theſe things perſwade us even todeteſtand 
abhorre all lying and falſhood,cquivocatiun and de- 
ceit,and to learne of God and our blefled Apoſtleto 
be faichfull inall our ſayings, and juſt and true in all 
 ourdealings, thatat the great and dreadfull day of 
.judgement, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall bee 
diſcloſed, we may heare that comfortable doome 
from the mouth of our Lord and Maſter Chriſt) le- 
Wn, Bag ove & fidelis ſerve, well done, (not rich 
and wealthy. ſervant, nor well done cunning and 
crafty ſervant, but ) wel done good and faithfull ſer- 
vant, enter thonintothy Maſters j5y., So muchbfor 
the firſt particular, the commendation of the Text, 
This is a faithfull ſaying. : 

The next point. is the Command to the Teacher, 
(Theſe things I will that thew aff.rme conflanth.) 
wherein are two particulars. 1. The will-.ofthe 
Authour.. 2. The-wcight of. the matter, as it fol- 
loweth. | 

t- The will of the Authcr,noted in the word 25zuw 
(Theſe things Iwill),which word implyes not bare- 


ly 
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ly voluntatem, ſed conſilium, and imports not onely. 
the Apoſtles will or defire.rbat it ſhould be ſo, but 
his counſelland his judgement that it oughtto bee 
ſo, thatthey which have belceved in God, muſt and 
ought to maintaine good workes, nor 1s it onely the 
Apoſtles will and counſe)l to have itſo, you ſhall 
finde it is Gods will as wellas his : doe but obſerve 
thar place, 47. 15. 28.and you ſhall ſee, thatthe 
Apoſtles cou ſells and conſtitutions ran ever with 
thistenour /t hath ſeemed good tothe Holy Ghoſt aud 
tow : ſothat whatſoever ſeemed. good to any .of 
them, ſeemed firſt good to the ſpirit of God, to 
God the Holy Ghoft; firſt ir was Gods will, and 
thentheirs; their will and judgement was nothing 
elſe but a counterpane,. or a declaration of the will 
of God; andif it be Gods will, you will not deny 
but his will is a Jaw, at leſt orghtto be ſoaccounted 
by us that are his vaſſalls, that live by. his favour, 
and lye cor.tinually at his mercy. The Schoolemen 
fay, that the will of God is Rationabiliſsimarhe ut— 
moſt of all reaſons; if there. were no.other. reaſon 
to be given, why we ſhould refgaine from evill, and 
doe the thing that is goed, but onely his placct, be- 
cauſe itis Gods will and pleaſure to bave-it ſo, this 
were reaſon ſufficient. As that Cripple anſwered 
the þ hariſes Toh» 5.11, whenthey queſlioned him 
for carr\ing his bed on the-Sabbath, (ſaith he) Je 
that made me whole, he ſayd unto me take up thy bed 
and walke, as if he had ſayd, neveraske me any fur- 
ther reaſon, it is ſufficient warrant tome, that hee 
which made me whole willed me to carry it, it was 
his will I ſhould doe ſo, and therefore Idce ir. In 
B. 3, like. 
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lke manner, if there were no otherreaſon to bee 
 rendred, why good workes ſhould bee maintained 
by all thatpretend to beare faith to God, but onely 
this in my text ©) ro Pa, Theſe things 1will, it 
were reaſon ſufficient. 

Forallthe breach betwixt God and manariſeth 
from this point,whoſe will ſhould be done;God would 
have us doe his will,and we will doc our owne wills, 
and this breedes all the variance betwixrus and our 
God. We muft know therefore that itis oar part 
and duty to bring our owne wills to be conformable 
ro Gods will, that Gods will and our wills may con- 

curre and agree in one, that God and wee may will 
and deſire one ani the ſame thing,and then xox caret 
effetFu quod veluere dro, theſe two conjuntive wills 
cannever faile of taking good effcRt; if there be firit 
awilling minae (faiththe Apoſtle) God accepreth it, 
#0t according to that which a man hath not, bat accor- 
ding to that which he hath. You ſee in Genes, that 
Abrahambhad but a willing minde to offer up his 
ſonne by way of ſacrifice to God, we know he did 
not docir aftually : for the Angell ſtayed his hand; 
an3 yer Heb, 11, 17.. the Holy Ghoſt tells us pe- 
remptorily, thathee didoffer him, how could this 
be?butthar God accepted the will for the deed: for 
we reade in Samwel, that David had onely a willing 
mind to build God ahouſe, we know he did notdoe 
it, becauſe God would not give him leave; yet yec 
ſee, that Godtooke it aswell athis hands, as if hee 
had done it indeede. Ed quod habuiſti in corde, for- 
aſmuch as it was inthine heart to build mea houſe, 
(ſaith God)Iwill doethec as goodaturne, for 4 = 
ui 
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build thee ahoule (5.) raiſe thee ſuch a family that 
thy coalc ſhall never be quenched, bur thou ſhalt 
havealight in //rae/ as longas /ſrael endures: See 
how much God makes of a willing minde. Inlike 
manner if we have but a willing minde to doeall 
ſuch good workesas God hath given us incharge, 
though we fall fhert inabiliries; it our wills bee nor 
wanting, but what we wantin ſubſtance, we make 
up in prayer, it isas muchas God requires : there- 
fore as that poore man prayed in the Goſpell, Lord 
Tbcleeve, behe thou mine unbeleefe, ſo let us all lift 
vp our hearts to God and ſay, Lord 1 am willing, 
helpe Lord my unwillingneſſe. Somuch for that par- 
ticular, T he will of the Author. The next is, 

2. "The waight of the matter implyecd in the 
word 12:5«:72;, which we tranſlate to eAffirme 
conſtantly, for indeede a good duty cannot bee too 
commonly nortoo conſtantly preſt, and put home 
to the conſciences and ſoules of men ;eirm, #nflable 
ſoules (as the Apoltle calls unconſtant men) are 
ſoone cloyed with one dodtrine, ſome grow weary 
of well. doing, if they have once done a good 
worke, they thinke they have a ſuperſedeas for do- 
ing good any more. Fut God loves conſtancy in 
well-doing, as you ſee 2 Reg. 13. 18,19, how the. 
man of God was wroth with the King of 1/rael be- 
cauſe when he bad him ſmite upon the ground, hee - 
ſmote but thrice and ſtayed: (faith he)zhox ſhouldeft 
have ſmittey five or ſixe times, then ſhouldeſt thou 
have ſmittew Syria till thou hadſt conſumed it, where- 
as now tho ſhalt ſmite it but thrice. So when a man | 
ſhall doe vo or three-good deedes, and then = 
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his hand, this is not enough to pleaſe God; then is 
God pleaſed when wee proceede and goe on, and 
keepe a conſtant ſerled courſe of well-doing : when 
yee make itas our meate and drinke to doe the will 
ot our heavenly father: .ſothat as a healthfull man, 
if hee cate or drinke the lefſe one day, hee cares and 
drinkes the more another day : ſo ſhould we,if wee 
ſerve God the |:fle one day : ſerve him the more 
another day ; if we doethe lefle good one day,doe 
the more the next day : asan Archer, it hee ſhoote 
amiſſe onetime, he will try to mend it the next time; 
ſo ifwe have done amiſle one day, ſtrive to amend 
it the nextday, and ſo continually.endeavour to re- 
deemeour times, becauſe our dayes be few and e - 
vill. Doubtleſſe.it.is for this cauſe, that God hach 
laid ſuch a charge uponus, to affirme theſe things 
conſtantly,that they might be alwayes freſh in your 
remembrance, andalway conſtant -in our praQtiſe, 
You know what is ſaid inthe Goſpel, Bleſſed is that 
ſervant whom his maſter when hee commeth ſhall finde 
ſo doing : that is, when death or judgement ſhall 
come upona man like a theefe in the night, unex- 
pededly and unawares, blefled of God 1s tha: man 
that is found at his prayers, or taken in his calling, 
orany wayes takeninthe at of well doing: but 
woe to that manor womanthat is taken (as it were ) 
napping in the midſt ofhis finnes, as 3althaſhar was 
taken in the midſt of his cups ; Nebachadnezzar in 
the midſt of his pride ; the old world in the midſt 
of their fleſhlines ; to ſpeake the beft of it that may 
be,it is muchto be feared that God meanes no good 
rothat parties ſoule. I will cloſe up this point with 
that 


The way to Well-doing, Iy 


that ſweete and comfortable Colle, Lord let thy 
ſpeciall grace now and evermore prevent and follow ua, 
and make ws continually to be givents all g10d workes, 
throuzh teſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, Burt that is not 
all : I rake it,the originall word 14%8w4% fipnifies 
rather, to affirme ſtrongly, ex #00 valide, ( as wee 
ſay ) to preſfle ir home with all the ſtrength and 
might we have ; though you neglect and ſlight good 
workes in your practiſe, we muſt not light nor neg- 
le& them in our preaching, but ſet them on ( as the 
Bce doth her ſting) withthe greateſt force and cffi- 


- Cacy that pofſibiy wee can pur toit. I know there 


is asgreat difference betweene preachers,as betwixt 
an Infantand a Gyant drawing the ſame bows and 
yetit a Gyant ſhoote an arrow againſt a ſtone wall it 
pierceth not, butreboundeth backe againe with the 
greater violence: ſothe moſt happy the moſt able 
Preacherthat lives, may ſhoote as unprofitably, [ 
meane, preach as unſucceſſcfully as a weaker tea- 
cher, if hee mecte with people that have ſtones in 
theirhearts; 1 meane, thatare untraaable and un- 
plyableto any goodneſle; unleſſe God doe by them 
as he promiſed by his prophet Ezech. 11.1will rake 
away your ſtony bearts, and give you a heart of fleſh : 
z»0n carnale, ſcd carneum, not a fleſhly heart, but a 
fleſhy heart, thatis, a heart that ſhall beas tender 
as your fleſh, that the leaſt blow will bee ſeene up- 
onit, and the leaſt pricke ofa pinne draw blood of 
it; when God hath mgde this way, then ſhall they 
feelethatthe word of God is virga wirtutis, A rod 
of ſtrength and power, even inthe hand ofthe wea+ 


keſt Miniſter: wee ſee by experience, letalittle 
C child 
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childtake a ſtaffe in his hand, and ſtrike amanthere. 
with, it never troubles him, hee never complaineg. 
of theblow, butlet aftrong man take this cbild by 
thehand, and ftrike with the ſame ſtaffe, hee that 
feeles theblow, though hee ſcenot the party that 
Rrooke him,cancafily conjeQure thatthis was more 
then a child could doe, there was the ſtrength of 
ſome maninir. Inlike manner when wee take the 
word of God into our hands as Gehazi, tooke the 
ſtaffe of Eliſha, alas, weelay it on but weakely, we 
doc but werberareacrem, or verberare aurem, beate 
the ayre,or beate your eares, this isall that wee of 
ourſclvescan doe z but if at any time you. feelea 
blowthat lights upon your hearts, 1f- you fcelez 
wordthat toucheth you to the ſoule,beleeve it, that 
ſtroke came from the hand of God. Allthat wecan 
doe, is but (as 70h» Baptiſt ſpeaketh, M8. 3. to lay 
thecAxe tothe roote of the tree : now if a man take | 
an Axe and onely lay it tothe roote of a tree, it will 
be long enough ere the tree bee cut downe for 
it is the ſtrength of the arme, and the fet- | 
ching of the blow, it is thatthat wopnds it, iris | 
thatthat fels it downe: and for that cauſc I ſuppoſe | 
the preaching of the word is called the CHrme of | 
God, Eſa.53.1. Itis not the hand of a Preacher, 
but it is the arme ofGodthat wounds a friners heart, 
and makes him fall downeat the foote of God ; the 
weakeneſſe isfromus, but the ſtrength is all from 
God; whoyet hath commanded us not to abate a- 
fy thing of our owne paines,nor to preach his word | 
in avy negligent manner,but to affirme and confirme 
K wich allthe ſtrength and might that our wit and 
learning 
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karning will afford Na648445% (ſaith my Text) Theſe 
things I will that thou affirme conſtantly. 


”- Andſofrom the skirts (asit were) Icome to the 


wy 


bedy of my Text, where you have anabridgement 
of the Law,and the Goſpell z the Goſpell is dovFri- 
na credendorum, the Law is detFrina agendorum ; the 
one teacheth us what wee ought to'beleeve, theo- 
other teacheth what wee ought todoefor the com- 
fort and diſcharge of our owne foules in the fight of 
God. Here both are knit together, Beleeving and do- 
ing, Law and Goſpel, Faith and good workes, doe 
in our Text (as they ſhould doe in our lives) eyen 
meete and kifſe each other. Intimating unto us, what 
Gods good pleaſure is inthis behalfe;z namely,that 
a5 many as arc ofa right faich, (as mady as have be- 
leevedin God, ) ſhould beealfoof aright conver. 
ſation, { ſhould bce carefull ro maintaine good 
workes.) 

I. For matter offaith, I ſuppoſe that of all men 
living, wee Proteſtants are inthe right z the Faith 


that wee profefle and hold, is doubtlefle ſuch as is 


able by the mercy of Godrto ſavethe ſoule of c» 
very true beleever : ifour workes were but anſwe- 
rable to our faith, and ourlives correſpondentto 
our Religion, wee might truely be ſaid tobe 4#- 
2liquaſe Anzeli, a Heavenly Angelicall nation in- 
deede,; admired and unparralleld of all the world, 
according tothat ofthe Apoſtle, 2 Theſ.1.10., God 
will be glorified in his Saints, aud admiredin thoſe that 
beleeve, 

Two ſorts ofmenare to blame amongſt us: the 
firſt are Nsllifidjaws, men of no faith, that neither 
SS! - beleeve 
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beleeve in God nor in his word, onely paſſe on their 
times more ſus, after a faſhion, ſuch asit is,, but for 
matter of Faith and Religion, they defire to haye 
nothing todo with it: theſe menthe Apoſtle termes 
uareaſonable and abſurd: itis anabſurd thing (you 
know) fora manto be withoutthat which he hath 
univerſall uſe of z as fora husbandman to be with- 
outa plow, a Carpenter without a rule, a Prea- 
cher without a Bible, iris an abſurd thing ; and ſo 
is it for a Chriftianto be withour faith, which hee 


hath univerſall uſe of, and without which it isim- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, itisa thing unreaſonable and' 


abſurd: How can ſucha one repeate his Creede (7 
beleeve in God, c.) buthe muſt multiply lies as faſt 


as he multiplycs words, . every word he ſpeakesis 


alye to God, tothe world, and to his owneſoule, 
E hope there be butftew of this ſort amongR us, if 
there be, letthem heare their doome, and reade 
their Necke-verſe, 10h. 3.18. Hee that belecweth 
wot is condemned already ; hee needesno turthertry- 
all or conviction, his ſentence is paſt, and though 
helive inthe world{likeatheefe ina common jiyle) 
heeisacondemned man 1n the ſight of God, Bur 
what ? is there no relicfe, no remedy, roredemp- 


tion for ſuch a one, but hee that is now an unbelee.. 


ver, muſt ofneccſſity be damned eternally 7 God 
forbid : I would be loathto interclude the hope of 
falvation to any man whatſoever;and therefore take 
this comfort with you, youknow there is alwayes 
a ſpace of time, ſome diſtance betwixtthe condem- 
pation and the exccution ofany MalefaQor, during 
which time if hee can. worke meancs to procurea 
pardon, 
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pardon, his condemnation is diſanulled ; ſo that 
though a priſoner be caſt by the jury, and condem. 
ned by the Iudge, yet no man can ſay direQly hee 
ſhall ſufferdeath, becauſe the mercy of the King 
may pardon and releaſe him. In like manner,thovgh 
an unbelceverbee condemned by the virdid of his 
owne conſcience, and by the ſentence of Gods 
Word (which ſhall judge a man at the laſt day )yer 
there is a latitude, a ſpace of time (1 meanc the 
terme of thislife) betweenethe condemnation and 
execution, and this ſpace 1s phara miſericorate, the 
compaſle or circuit wherein Gods mercy, and our 
repentance mooves, if in this Interim amancan: 
make meanes toIeſus Chriſt, roprocure him a par- 
don from God ( as that he hath promiſed to procure 
for any poaze ſinner that makes meanes unto bim, 
for it is his office 10 be our Adyocate,and youknow 
a good Advocate doth alwayes helpe a bad cauſe,) 
T ſay if hecan but ſue out his pardon before his life 
be expired, the ſentence of his condemnation ſhall 
bediſanulled and made voyde., his ſoule ſhall be ac- 
quitted before the tribunall of Ged, and his finnes 
ſhall be as if they bad never beene. So much by the 
way ofthe comfort ofſuch asare Nulifidians, men 


'of no faith, 


Theſecond ſort are Sol/ifidians, men that have no- 
thing elſe but faith,that make profeſſion of faith ard 
agood conſcience, but have no other vertue, no 
manner of goo&workes to commend them to God 
orto the world. The Apoſtle bids, adae to your faith 
vertue, 2 Pet.1.7, Becauſc though the excellency 
ofa Chriftianlye chiefely in his faith, whereby he 
C3, layes 
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layes hold upon Tefus Chriſt for life and (alvation ; 
yetthis faith is not compleate, nor perfc@ and right 
as it ought tobe, nnlefle ithave belcete added tor, 
As Solomonſairh, Eccle. 7.117, Wiſedome is good with 
an inheritance : it-doth well without it, bur better 
withit; ſodoth faith with vertue. And the reaſon 
is, faith hath vim atirafivam: a drawing proper- 
ty,itdrawes home grace and metcy to-a mans ewne 
ſoule ( asaloadftone ifirbe not rubbed with Gar- 
like will draw, ſo will faith if it be notſullyed with 
ſiane - ) vertue hath vim egrefiivam, aproperty to 
goc out, .and-impartitſclfe to others, as CHath. g, 


our Saviour:perceived that vertve was gone ont of” 
him, hee did notkeepe his vertue to himſelfe, but .. 7 


was content it ſhould goe out of him, that others 
might be bettered and amended by it. . 

Have but -paticnce a little, and I will ſhew you 
the vertues that muſt be added to-our faith, by the 
inſtances of thoſe whoſe faith was commended by 
our Saviour Chriſt himſclfe, tobe avertuous and a 
ſaving faith. 

I. Fides Hemeroiſſe, Mat.g. The faith of the wa- 
man with the bloody iſſue; thee came creeping be- 
hinde our Saviour, and drew vertue ſecretly from 
him and went her way, and made no words of it ; 
And our Saviour ſaithunto her,Goz thy way,thy faith 
hath made thee whole : whatkinde of faith was hers: 
it wasa private a ſecret faith, a'faiththat can goe to 
Godand make nonoiſec of it, thatTin draw vertue 
from Chriſt,and make no boaſt of it, that is one pro. 
perty ofa ſaving faith, | 

2+ Fides-Cananite, the faith of the Cananitiſh wo- 
man, 


| 


| 
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man, Mat.t;. towhom our Saviour promiſed ſuch 
an utlimitted Boone, what kinde offaith was hers* 
it was a patient and an humble faith; ſhee was 
content to be diſcountenanced, to be deſpiſed, to 
be called adogge to her owne face,any thing what- 
ſoeyer, ſothart ſhee might but finde ſome favour, 
and wring ſome mercy fromthe hands of God. This 
isanother vertue of aſaving faith, it makes-a man 
patient and humbleinall diſcourteſiesz no man li. 
ving can thinke ſo baſely or ſpeake ſo vilely and 
badly ofa faithfullman, asheethinkesand ſpeakes 
of himſelfe: his enemies and heeare wellagreed, 
they abhorre him, and heabhorres himſelfe ; they 
revile him, and hee reviles himſelfe ; they ſpeake 
andthinke diſdainefully of him, hee thinkes and 


ſpeakes as ill or worſe ofhimſelfe; and ſothe quar. 


rellis quickly ended. This alſo isa vertue that muſt 
be added to ourfaith. 

3. Fides Mazaalens, the faith of Mary Magdalen, 
Luke 7, you know how ſhee came creeping behind 
our Saviouras heſate ar meate, (that was, as one 
ſweetcely interprets it, that God throngh Chriſt 
might looke upon her,. and ſhee through Chriſt 
might looke upon God) there ſhee ſate waſhing his 
fecte with her teares, and wiping them with the 
haires of her head : well ſaith our Saviour, Goe #h 
way, thy faithbath ſavedthee : what kinde of fait 
was hers? it wasa weeping, a ſorrowing, a repen- 
ting faith z faith without repentance will nEver ſave 
aman; it isthe repenting faith thatis the ſaving faith. 
Thereis another vertue. 

4» Fides Samaritani, the faith of the Samaritan Lea- 
per. 
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per, Luke 17, That returned and gave thankes to 
God and to our Saviour for his-cure ; ſaith Chrift 
unto him, Goe thy way thy faith hath made thee whole : 
what kinde obfaith was his? it was a dutifull and 
a thankefull faith ro God: faith without thankeſgi- 
ving, without exprefhon of our duty to God will ne. 


ver ſave a mansſoule : it isthethankefull faiththatis 


- the ſaving faith; And thatisanother vertue thatmuſt 
be added to dur faith, be 

5. Fides Bartimei,the faith of Bartimewsthe blind 
Begger, Euke 18.that cryed ſo importunately to our 
Saviour Chriſt, leſus,thon ſonue of David have mer- 
cy pon me ; and would take no repulſe, but the more 
they rebuked him for his clamor,ſo much the more 
he crycd, Thou ſonne of Dav id have mercy on me. Goe 
thy way (ſaith our Saviour) thy faith hath ſaved thee : 
what kinde of faith was his 2 itwas ancarneſt faith, 
a zealous, a prayerfull faith : faith without zeale, 
without earncſtnefle and importunity to God in 
prayer will never ſave aman; itis the zealous faith 
thatis the ſaving faith. That is another vertue that 
mult be added to our faith. 

6. Laſtly, Fides Centurionis, Mat.$,The faith of 
the Centurion; our Saviour himſelfe admireth it, 
and ſaid, 7have not found ſo great faith, no not in1ſ- 
racl, What kinde of faith was his? it was a merci- 
full,a compaſſionate faith : the Centurion ayled no- 
thing himſelfe, onely hee had a poore ſeryant that 
lay licke at home, viſited by the hand of God, and 
his heart could not be at reſt, till he had wrought a 
meanestoour Saviour, to relieve and reſtore him. 
Here is another property of a ſaving faith, it makes a 

man 
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manp trifull and render-hearred tothem that are in 
miſery z Fairh without -compaſſion and mercyte 
the poore and needy will never {ave a:mans ſoule it 

is the mercifull faith that is the ſaving Faith, 
Theſebe the vertues that muſt bee added toour 
fairh, without which (whatſoever we profeſſe) we 
cannot beſaid in truth and reality to beleevearight 
in God. If Be>jamin be away, allthe reft of roſephs 
brethren might as good ſtay at home; ſo if vertue 
be wanting, our faith will ſtand us butinlittle Read 
to Godward : and therefore marke what followes, 
inthe Apoſtles charge; As many 45 have beleeved 
in God, muſt be careſull to maintaine goodworkes,” 
I might here(by the way )obſervefromthe order 
of the words,that before a man can ca good workes 
that may be acceptable to God, and availeableto 
his owne ſoule, hee muſt firſt bea beleever, and be 
endued with faith and other graces from above, for 
if the water be foule in the well, it muſt needes bee 
foule in the bucket ; ifthe heart be-uncleane with- 
in, the workes that iſſue from ir maſt needes beſs 
much the worſe. . But I never loved: to'diſhearten 
any man from well-doing ; totetl men(as ſome doe, 
becauſe they have a little authority fort ) thatithe 
beſt workes that mencandoe, if they be unſan&i- 
fied (totheirthining ). and unregenerate,; are bijt 
þ lendida peccata, glorious and plittering-linfies,thit 
may perhaps flake the fire of Hell, but norextin- 
guiſh it, and make a mans damnation ( itmay bet.) 
ſomewhat more tolerable, but not a whit the leſle 
durable, what miſerable comfort is thisto aweake 
-well meaning Chriſtian; 'it is juſt for all the world 
D like 
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like that which Bia cals+yu mv orrmis the Backeward 


ferwarding of a cauic;. it is rather terrifying then 


induciog,and will ſooner drive a man off, thendraw 
a man on fs Honour God with his ſabſtance, and to 
helpe himſclfe to heaven by well-doing: for my 
owne part, I am of the ſame minde for matter of 
good workes,that Saint Pan/ was for matter of prea- 
ching, Phil.1. 15, 808 ( {aiththe Apoſtle) preach 
rw; ewvy awd ſtrife, and ſome of good will and 
leve; whatthen? (faith hee) why 17670 any 
wy, whether in pretence or in truth, ſo that Chriſt 
be preached, [therein doc rejoyce, yea and will re. 
joyce; for I know that ſome body will farethe bet. 
ter for it,. # ſhall turme to wy ſalvation, ver. 18, 19, 
Thusſay I, fomemendoec good workes out of faith 
and 2/good-confcience, others perhaps out of vaine 
glory and oftentation ; what then? why w7 Tews- | 
#7 w41 lo that good workes bee done {incerely, or 

not Gocercly I for my part b .th doe and will com- 
mend and joy in-itz for I know that God muſt needs 
have fomeglory, the Church and the poore ſome 
good, andthemſelves without all doubt fhall bee 
aitracondiznum, rewarded forit. Inthe 9.0f Luke, 
there was one that caft out devils in Chrifts name 
whofollowed him not, the Diſciples tell oar Savi- 
awriheyhad forbidden him: our Saviour rebuked 
them andiſaid , no, -['willnone of that, Forbid him | 
wot, for hee that not againſt ws, u for w, wer. 50, | 
Chriſt would have noman hindered or difcouraged 
from well-doing,(whether be follow himor follow 
kim not ) but letthem-have all the encouragement: 
thatway be. to: forwardand further men in doing 

900d. 
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g00d. Youknow what God ſaidto Cave, Gen.g.z, 
If thou deeft wel, ſhalt thou not be accepted? and you 
know what C«ime was,to ſhew that God will accept 
ofany mans wel. doing. Some men(no doubt) doe 
good workes 0bediently, becauſe God commands 
themſo to doe; othersperhaps doe it onely Ratios- 
nally, becauſethey thinke well of it themſelves : 
what chen, as long as God accepts it, what rcafon 
have we to ſpeake againſt it.I ſay no more, but what 
was ſaid to Gideon, Y p aud be doing, and the Lord ſhall 
bewith you for good. | 
So I come morencerely to the Apoſtles injunRi- 
ontouching the maintenance and continuance of 
good workes among men, which arc of three 
forts: | 
x. Opera pictatis, workes of piety and devotion 
ro God, aspraycr,thankeſgiving, beſides other di- 
vine expreflions,and exhibitions of our duty, of our 
homage and ſervice to our God 2: for Gods ſervices 
arc of two ſorts; ſome arc cheape ſervices that come 
erats, and coſt us nothing, comming to Church, 
hearing of Sermons, recetving the Sacrament, and 
few there be that make any fcruple of theſe,becauſe 
they come of free colt : ( yet the old world was, 
non licet deos moſſe gratis : ) otherſome are chargta- 
ble ſervices, as the maintenance of Gods Miniſtry, 
the building and repayring of his ſanctuary, and 
thoſe <:e-%42( which the Apoſtle fpeakesof Heb. 7. 
4. ) paying tithes of the beſt and principall of. all. 
things inreaſon, as 4brahamdid ; whenitcomesrs 
theſe (as Naamas ſaid to Eliſha) The Lord pardon his 
ſervants in theſe things, for yee have not onetoan 
D 2 hundred, 


24 The way to Well-doing, 

hundred, batwill haggle and dodge with God moſt 
ſharnefully and baſcly, when ir comesto a matter of 
coft: what'law compelsthem, that rhey do, but ir is 
ſpret« conſcientia, (God knowes) againſt the haire, 


nay againſt the very heart of theE,to part withany to- 


the Lord, from whom they have reccived all things: 
juſt as one ſaid of his Saint 4 artyn, HM ariinis bos 
nuinauxilio, charw in ncgotio,he was a good ſaint 
for his afſiſtanc< $3; but a chargeable ſaint tor-his bu» 
fineſſes:ſo baſely doe many thinke of God,they like 
his ſuccour well, bur not his ſervice: Hetsa good 
God for his comforts, bur for his coſtlineſſe they 
would'willingly havethatabated. Time was when 
men faultedin exceſſe;the ewes were faine to be re» 
ſtrained by Proclamations,our Anceſtors were faine 
to be reſtrained by: Statutes of Mortmayne ; now: 
there needes none.of all this, men know how to fhut 


their handsalone, -and ſtrive rather to be injurious: 


thenany well helpcfull to God and his Church. 1 
ſay no more, -butreferre you to our Saviours deter. 
mination - H xc oportct facere, theſe workes of picty 
muſt not be left undone, if ever we hope to be ſaved 
by tharGod, whom we profeſſeco belceve: 

. 24 Opera Chariztatis, workes of Charity and com- 
paſſion to the poore. E/«y'58. 10, Draw ont thy ſoule- 
79 the hungry ; ifthou beeſt not able to draw out thy 
purſe orthy poſſeſſions; then draw out thy fou'ein a 
tendercompaſſion and commiſeration of their mi- 
feries; as itis ſaid of our Saviour, when he ſaw the 

repeople 67mzryy2,, his-bowels yerned upon 

- —__ > is itthat Chriſt ſaith, The poore ye Thab 
huvealwazeswith you; but that ſuck as arc rich and 
| wealthy, 
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wealthy , might make God ſome part of amends 
for theirtrefpaſicsand finnes by ſupplyingthe wants: 
ofthe poore and needy; that God may have ho-: 
nour from them both, as from a Phifitianand a Pa- 
tient when abodily cure is wrought, both are joy- 
full, both thanketull ro God : you know the place, 
Daxe4.37, Breake off thy ſinnes by righteouſneſſe, and 
thy iniquity, by ſhewing mercy to the poore : it there 
beany way in the world for arich man tobreake 
offthe yoke of finne and Sathan from his necke,and 
todeliver his ſoule frem the hand of hell, it is by 
deedes of charity and workes of mercy tothe poore, 
wilt have mercy (faith God) and not ſacrifire, Hoſ.6. 
6. where mercy and ſacrifice may: ſtand together, 
itis reaſon God ſhould have both z .bur if there muſt: 
be a ſeparation, if there muſt beadefa'cation, that 
muſt be cut off ; God had rather loſe his owne part, 
then the poore ſhould loſe theirs ; God had rather 
loſea ſacrifice ora worke ofpiety,- then the poore 
ſhould lofeanalmes-or a worke of mercy. 1mwill 
have mercy and not ſacrifice : | ſay no more but this, 
ſhew mercy to the poore for Chriſts ſake,and Chriſt 
will ſhew you-mercy for the poores ſake: and fo 
much forthe ſecond fort of good workes, which 
are Opera Charitatiss, workes: of Charity to the 
poore, 

3. Opera Honeſtats,, workes of honeſty and-good 
dealing with neighbours and ſtrangers, . that is, to 
docas we would be done unto, and to-be as loath - 
todoe wrong, as we are totake it. They ſay that 
honeſty and plaine dealing is a jewell, and hee that 
uſeth.it ſhall dye a begger: but wot you. what one 

D 3 Wits | 
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.wittingly replyed, That Begger ſhall gocinto ud - 
brahams boſorhe, when all diſhoneft worldli 
with all their diſhoneſt gaines ſhall be-damned like 
Dives) tothe pir of hell. And therefore as you de- 
fireroeſcape that direfull flaughter- houſe of helly 
and thoſe everlaſting m_—_ in that infernall pit, 
be ruled by the Apoſtle, and ſee that you provide 
things honeſt inthe ſight of God and men; thatif 
ever you ſhall come to be queſtioned, as 74c0b was 
by L:baws, how you came by yourgoods, youmay 
beable to ſay (as Iacob did ) my righieouſneſſe ſhall ay- 
ſwer for me, And ſo much brictely for the three ſe- 
verall ſorts of good workes, which every Chriſtian 
is bound by his beliete and faith co God, to doe and 
co maintaine to the utmoſt of his power and ability, 
It remaines how this muſt bee done, and that you 
ſhall ſce by the ſequell. 
rt. =p: 7, bee carefull to maintaine good 
_ workes,(ſo wetranſlate it) the word ſignifies ſome- 
what more, 5. vt ſfudeax; that they ſtudy, they de- 
viſe and beate their braines, how they may doe 
good tothoſe that ſtand inneede of their goodnefle, 
according to that Eſay 32.8. The lberall man devis 
ſeth liberallthinzs , hee ſtudies upon his bed (as a 
mother doth when her child is ficke ) what cowle 
totake, what meanestouſe, to make the Church 
2nd the world the better for him. Se/omon ſaith, Pro. 
I4.22. Mercy and trath ſhall beero them that deviſe 
good : 5. Mercy in the promiſes, and truth inthe 
performances of Gods favourand goodnefle to that 
mans ſoule. As onthe contrary it isthebrand-marke 
of a manthart feares aot God, Pſal, 35.4.He devifeth 
evill 
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evill open hi bed; it is bad enough to docevillany 
manner of way, though it be ex xox advertensry, for 
want of good taking heede, ( as Gods beſt ſervants 
doe many timesand are heartily ſorry for it when 
is done, ſo that were it to doe againe they would 
not wilog'y doe it fora world ) but for amanin 
cold bleod(as we ſay)to lyeand indy and contrive 
a way to finne, and to projet and plot his finnes- 
aforchand, it is damnable and devilliſh. And marke 
the place where a graceleſſe man devileth evill, D«- 
wid faith, 1u cabile ſao,vpon his bed,inthe darke and 
filent night, when a man ſhould doe nothing but 
pray, and ſigh, and grone,and cryto God for mer- 
cy and grace, and remiſſion of fiones 3 then doth a 
wicked man lye and plotand beate his braines how 
to be revepged on ſuch a neighbour, how to bring 
ſucha wicked enterprize to pafle, that the world” 
may take no notice of it : oh that ſuch men would 
remember that woe, Mich.2.1. Woe wnto them that 
geviſe evill upon their beds, and in the morning riſe 
and prattiſet : that is adegree beyond the former 
evill, ifa man hath had evill thoughts or evill pur- 
poſes inthe night ( as the beſt man may have ) the 
firſttt.ing hee thould oc in the morning fhould be, 
todowne upon his knees toYod, and defire the 
Lord (as Peter adviſed Simon Magw to pray, «AG, 
8.) that the thoughts of his heart might be forgives 
him : but for a manfirſt to deviſe evill without re- 
morſe of conſcience, and thentopraQtiſe it, what is 
this ? but to adde finneto finne,and even with cart - 


_ topull downethe curſe of God upon his owne- 


And 
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And therefore as you love your ſoules take heede 
of deviſing evill by your ſelves; drive away thoſe 
evillthoughts,(as 4braham did the foules) with the 
ſtaffe of earneſt prayer, and (as the Apoſtle ſaith) 
-Phil.4.8. tf there be any vertue,it there be any praiſe 


-inyou,thinke ontheſerhings that my Text enjoynes 


you; and when you have any leaſure, any ſpare 
timefromthe world, deviſe ( in Gods name) and 
beate your braines how you may compaſle todoc 
ſome goed worke which may tend to the right way 
of pleafing God,and of ſaving your owne ſoules. So 
much for that particular ir ce9r770, men thatbe. 


leevein God muſt ſtudy and take thought howto 


maintaine good workes. 


' 2+ Tomaintaine good workes, the word inthe | 
originall is ne9iz%, which properly ſtgnifies precſſe | 


to be before others, tobea Preſident or an antece- 


dent in good workes; not onely to take Hans 
& | 


others, -but to give example to others of good 
and well. doing - asin giving of honour, ſo in doing 
of good, we muft ſtrive to goe one before another, 


not linger and ſtaytill we ſee what another man will 


doe,or what ſuch a man wfl give to pious and chari- 
table uſes, but ſtrivetobe the firſt ina good aRion, 
That that ſaved Shimeyes life. 2. Sam.29, 20, was, 


that he wasthe firſt ofthe houſe of zoſeph that came * 


ro meete the King : ſo was Mary Magdalenthe firſt 
thatcame to our Saviours Sepulchre, and you know 
inthe poole of Betheſd,loh. 5. hethat ſtept ia firſt, 
was cured of what diſeaſe ſoever he had, and none 
but he that Reptin firſt. In worldly matters menare 


forward enough, they neede neither clocke nor bell 
to 
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to awake them,neither ſpurnor ſwitch todrivethem 
on; itrhere be but a good leaſe to be taken, a good 
bargainto be bought, agood preferment to be got- 
ten;cvery one ſtrives who ſhall ſtep in firſt ; butif it 
bea matter that concernesthe ſerying of God,orthe 
doing ofgood,as our Saviour ſaid of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, M47. 2 1.31.theycare notthough the very 
Pub:icans and Harlots go into heaven before them : 
thus backward menare, when they ſhould be for- 
ward,and forward whenthey ſhould be backeward. 
If itbe ina matter of faſhion, or a matter of faQion, 
every one deſires to be the Anteſignanm the Ring- 
teader, the firſt and fore-moſt in itz but if it bee a 
matter of piety or charity, 1 pray let who will goe 
before (it may be) at their leaſure they will follow 
after, It is good Iconfeſſe to bea follower of good 
men, Heb.1 3.8. Whoſe faith follow, conſidering the 
end of their converſations, Doubtleſle there be ſome 
that follow the paths of Chriſt, and (to uſe the 
words of Salvianzs ) pateniiora facinnt Domini veſti- 
gia they make the foote-ſteps of our Saviour more 
laine and cafic by the example of their vertue, and 
be the evidence of their bounty ; it is good for any 
manto bea follower of ſuch : But where ſuchare 
not (for they are r474 aves ) happy is hee that can 
Þ&i5zX ( as my Text ſpeaketh) that can bea prefi- 
dent ofgood workes, that can ſhine as a light ina 
darke place, and goe before others in well-doing, 
that others may follow and bee led by him to the 

kingdome of Chriſt and of God, | 
3. This I ſuppoſe tobe the Genuine ſignification 
ofthe word,but we wil _ it alſo in that ſence that 
Our 
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. ourtranſlation renders it,hamely,to maintainegood 
workes; and that offers us this conſideration, that 
he that belceves in God muſt be caretull, not onely 

to doe good workes forthe preſent, butſotoorder 
his affaires and husband his eſtate, that he may ena-« 
ble himſelfe to maintaine good wo1 kes, and to con- 

tinucand hold out in well-doing for the time to 
come. Moſt men when they are preſt to workes of 
mercy, thinke it enough to ſay, am notable,I have 

not wherewithall ; Fut why are ye notable 2 how 
comes it that you have not wherewithall ? If God 
hath diſabled youby his owne immediate hand, that 
you have not water cnough to drive your owne mill 
{ as wee ſay.) not meanes enough to maintaine your 
owne family ; the excuſe is juft and good : but ifa 

man have diſabled himſelic by his owne improvi- 

dence, unthriftineſfe and: waſtefulneſle, and have ' 
crumbled away his meanes by drinking and dicing, 

&c. and ſo have made himſelfe unable todoe any 

good worke, it isboth a ſhame and a (inne too. But 

whatremedy ? how ſhould ſuch a mandoe toena- 

ble himſeife-to maintaine good workes ? : Anſwer 

two wayes. 

1. By induſtry and diligence in his calling, ſothe 
Apoſtle adviſcth, totidew verbi, Epb.1.28. Let him 
Jhat flole fleale no mere, but let him labour with his 
hands the thing that « good, that he may have where- 
withall,(not onely to ſupply himſelfe) but to give to 
him that needrth. Hethen that would doe boya opera 
good workes, muſt be bore oper.1rius a good worke- 
man,i, not deale in diſhoneſt trades, nor uſc unlaw- 
fullmeancs to get his maintenance,. but labour with 
his 
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his hands the thing that i goed, for then fhall hee be 
ina way to receive a blefling from God, you know 
the place, Pſil.12 8.1. Bleſſed art thou that feareſt God 
and walkeit in hu way for of thy labour thou ſhalt eate, 
oh well is thee,and happy ſhalt thou be. Solomon ſaith 
in one place, the bleſſing of God maketh rich ; inano- 
ther, The diligent hand maketh rich, to ſhew how 
God bleſſeth rhe diligentand induſtrious, and ena- 
bleth themto every good worke. Id.19. ye reade 
but of one good man inall Gibea, that had any in- 
clination, any diſpofitionto doe a good worke, to 
harbour a poore Levite, and that man was a labou- 
rer, that came home from his worke inthe evening, 
all the reſt were quaffiog and reveling, and that one 
man ended his labour ina worke of mercy, theo. 
ther ended their play ina brutiſh a of villany, in- 
duftrious ſpirits are commonly beſt diſpoſed to 
goodneſſe, whereas thofe that give themſelves to 
looſe and idle courſes are fit for nothing but fiane. 
Solomon deſcribinga vertuous woman Pro. 31. faith, 
inthe firſt place, Bee flretcheth out her hands tothe 
ſpindle, i. toher worke, and in the next place, /hee 
ftretcheth ont her hands 10 the poore,z. tocharity z the 
one enab'ed her to maintainethe other : Soa father 
ſpeaking of 46brahams hoſpitality in entertaining the 
Angels Gen.2 8.0bſerves, that there was nulixs piger 
in domo ſapientis, not a ſlothfull body 1n all his 
houſe, butall buſic,and well employed: Here was 
a family like to maintaine good workes and hoſpita- 
lity. This is one way to cnableaman for well-do- 
ing: thenextis, 
2. By frugality and thrifrineſſe in his expences, 
E 2 the 
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theproverbe is true, Bonus condus facit vonum pro- 
wam, dc. a good layer up,makes a good layer ont; 
anda good ſparer makes a good ſpender, wehavea 
famous example in Toſeph, who by his thriftineſſe 
and frugality ſaved the lives of his father and all his 
family. Our bleſſed Saviour (4 qu# virtutems poſit 
diſcere virtw ) of whom: vertue it ſelfe-may learne 
vertue) amongſt other divine leſſons, hath caught us 
this of Frugality by his owne example z fo to dif- 
poſe that plenty which Gods goodneſle hath be- 
ſtowed upon us, that nothing be loſt. John 6.12Ga» 
ther up-* «9 :1= (ſaith Chriſt ) the very fragments 
and offals that nothing be loſt. Now if hethat could 
doe wonders,and miraculoufly multiply meate and 
drinke at his-pleaſure would beſo ſaving and frugal, 
how thrifty and ſparing ought wee to be, that have 
nothing of our owne, not ſo much as ourdaily bread 
but what his mercy affords us out of his hidden trea- 
ſure.l knowtherc is parſimony enough inthe world 
butitis to a wrong end. Some there be that ſpare 
and fave, they know not why, nor for whom, like- 
him Eccleſc4.8» that is alone by himſelfe, and hath 
wifenor child, yet there isno end of his gathering, 
neither doth he ſo much as ſay orthinke (ſaith So/s- 
mon) quare defrando animam meam, why doe 1 de- 
fraud my owne {oule: ſucha one is a very felon to 
 himſelfe, and a very theefeto his owne ſoule, 7ere, 
17-17 .aSa Partridge fitteth on egges and hatcherh 
them not, ſo he that getteth riches and not by right 
meanes, {nor to a right end) ſhall leave them inthe 
midſt ofhis dayes,and at hisend ſhall be a foolezthar 
isall he gets by his miſerableneſle, he leaves all his 

goods . 
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oods behind him, carries nothing with him but his 
ins, and ſ0.coram domino -vacums apparet, appeareth 

beforethe Lord.cmpty, I meane, of grace and good 

works;and how canſuch a one-hope to be welcome 
to God. Others ſpare like him, Luke 12. that they 
may ſay totheir oulesin-futuretimes, Zate; driwke, 
take thy eaſe,&c. ſuch men God commonly diſaps 
points, whenthey thinketo take their pleaſures, God 
ſends ſome evill Angell to take away their ſoules ; 
and then Cujws,ec, whoſe ſhall thoſe things be thar 
thou haſt laid up ? Others ſpare,pretending to have 
to keepe them when they are ficke ; that is nota- 
miſſe, yct many times God puniſheth them in that; 
they ſhall ſpend their meanes upon Phiſitians, as the 
woman with-the-bloody iſſue did, and be neyer the 
better. Others ſpareto leave enough to their chil: 

dren, tbat-'is good 5 but-if that be all, ſee 704 20, 

10. filjejus placabunt mendicos,hischildren ſhall flat- 

ter the poore for bread,z. another ſhall poſſeſſe his 

meanes, and his children come to poverty. The on- 
ly true and rightend of thrift and frugality ſhould be 

to maintaine good workes and hoſpitality, when a 

man ſpares from himſelfe that he may have to give 

to-him that needeth, according to that of our Savi- 
our Luke 11.4 1. 7% wir after our owne neceſſi. 
ties are ſerved, then give almes of thoſe things that 
arc within.ſaith Chriſt, thatis, within our power, 
or within the compaſle of our abilities, ſo Pro.5.15. 

Firſt drinke the water of thy owne cifterne, (that is, 

provide for thee and thine ) and then let thy foun- 

taines flow forth; firſt for our owne uſe, then for - 
theuſle of others. ForthoughCharity begin at home, 
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it muſt not end at home, but+ impart it ſelfe to the 
good of others. And theſe be the wayesto main- 
raine good workes. 

One thing onely remaines, and that is the reaſon 
why they are to be maintained, as Davidanſwered 
his brother. 1 $49.17. 29. when he queſtioned him, 
why he left the ſheepe and came into the campe, 7x 
there not acauſe (ſaith he? ) ſoſay I,if youdelire to 
know why good works muſt be maintained, is there 
not a can, ſpecified inthe text? Theſe things are 
good and profitable unto men - I, could ſhew you 
divers other good cauſes and conſiderations forthe 
maintenance of good workes; | will burname them 
and conclude. | 

t. Propter placentiam Dez, for the pacifying and 
pleaſing of Cod, Heb. 3.16. To ave go0d and to diftri. 
bute forget not, for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well plea» 
ſed : if w& that ſo oft, and ſo many wayes diſpleaſe 
and anger God by doing il], will not ſome times and 
ſome wayes endeavour to pleaſe him agaice by do- 
ing good; how can God take it well at our hands, 

2. Propter evidentiam fidei, forthe evidence and 
manifeſtation of our faith ; as it is ſaid A, 14. 17, 
That God left not himſclfe without witneſſe, in that be 
did good, ec. his owne good workes are his own wit- 
nesto teſtifie and provethe providence of his good. 
nefle to the ſonnes of men : ſo were our Saviours, 
. Opera teſtantur de me,my owne workes teſtific ofme 
that I came out from God : ſo muſt wee have good 
workestoteſtife the truthand goodnes of our faith, 
though as Saint 70h» faith, r 0b. 5. 10. He that belce- 
 weth in the Sonne of Goa, hath the witneſſein himſelfe; 


that 
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that inward teſtimony is ſufficient for a mans owne 
ſatisfation, but not for the conviRion of others : 
therefore ſaith Saint 7ames, ſhew me thy faith by thy 
workes; thoumayſt ſhew it to God inanother kind, 
but ro mee thou muſt ſhew it by good workes. For 
wbi opera non apparent extra, fidem non credam ofſe in. 
tra, (faith a father) where | ſcenot good workes 
without, | will never beleeve there isany faith with- 
in, 

3. Fropter ſilentium adverſary ,our adverſaries the 
Papiſts they upbraid us (as Pexinnah did Hannah) 
with our unfruitfulnefſe ; they  crake- that all our 
Churches, al our Hoſpitals and Colledges arethcirs, 
and albeit enough is ſaid and done, to breake the 
teeth of their (landers, yet if it be poſſible, let us (as - 
Saint Peter adviſcth, 1 Pet.2. 15, 9/#% muzzle them 
quite, ftoptheirmouthesand put them to filence by 
doing more good; for ſo is the will of God (faith 
he) thatwith well-doing, yee ſhould put to filence 
the ignorance of foolith men. 

4 Propter indizentiam mundi, the poore we have 
alway with us;wherefore ? | but thatasthe /ſrarlites 
inthe wilderneſſe did helpe one another in gathe- - 
ring of Manna, whence it came to paſſe, that he that 
gathered much, had nothing over, and he that gathered 
little, had no lacke : ſo {ſaiththe Apoſtle,z Cor. 8.) - 
ſhould it be among Chriſtians: one mans wealth 
ſhould ſupply anothers want, that God may have 
glory from both,as I ſaid before. 

5. Propter conſequentiam commoai, from the pro- 
ftand benefit rifing from good workes; which is © 


the reaſon added inmy Text, Theſe things are ws 
and .: 
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6nd profitable unto men. Theheathen manconld ſay, | 
Ad utilitatem omnes rapimmr, neque aliter ullos mody © 
p8fimus ; All menliving run: headlong after profit, ' 
ncither canthey poſſibly doe otherwiſe : now if ye | 
will beleeve the Holy Ghoſt, there cannot beg - 
more profitable thing then well-doing, both forthis ; 
life, and the life to come : not that | care fora gift ' 
(faiththe Apoſtle, phil.q. 17.) But I deſire fruit that 
will further your account. Every good worke that a © 

odly man doth is put upon his ſcore, it ſtands upon 
bis account z ſo that when God and hee ſhall come: 
to reckon atthe laſt day, hee ſhall have nothing to 
anſwer for, but all his evill workes ſhall beforgiven 
him, and forthe good workes that hee hath done, 
ſhall he heare that heavenly voyce from the mouth 
of leſus Chriſt, Come thou bleſſed of my Father, inhe« 
rite the kingdome prepared for thee, &c. To which! 
_—_ Godof his mercy bring us for Chriſt Ie-' 
{ns ſake, to whom with the Father and the holy ſpi-: 
rit,be givenand aſcribed all honour and glory, bee 
done and performed all ſervice and duty :from 
henceforth forevermore, uAmes. | 
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